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We acknowledge that the City of  
Hamilton is situated upon the traditional 
territories of  the Erie, Neutral, Huron-
Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and 
Mississaugas of  the Credit.

As we work to plan for the future of  
Ward 12, we do so with the wisdom and 
guidance of  the Indigenous people in 
mind so we can better understand our 
roles as residents, neighbours, partners, 
and caretakers.

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Dundas Valley Main Loop Trail
Basadinaa Experience



AGENDA
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➢ Ground Rules 

➢ Housing Overview – Councillor Cassar

➢ Planning & Development : Process 

Overview and Ward 12 update – City Staff

➢ How to get involved – Councillor Cassar

➢ Questions



GROUND RULES

• Hold questions until the end of  the presentation. Please raise your 
hand to speak.

• Respectful communication at all times

• This is a general information session and not the time or place to 
debate or discuss specific developments

• We will end the formal meeting at 8:00pm but can remain behind 
for individual questions
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WHAT ARE WE PLANNING FOR?

• Housing

• Transportation

• Jobs

• Public spaces

• Health

• Vibrancy

• Happiness

• The FUTURE
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• Land use decisions have the most 
significant impact on all of  these 
outcomes

• Land use is also a key driver of  the 
financial viability and the affordability 
of  City 

• Land is the one ‘asset’ a municipality 
has to affect the overall quality of  life 
for its residents



HOUSING CRISIS
• Hamilton faces an acute housing crisis impacting the city’s economic and 

social fabric, with significant gaps across the housing continuum 

• Housing is a top priority for Hamilton
•  Need a comprehensive, integrated and ‘whole of  Hamilton’ approach involving 

infrastructure, transit, and social supports. 
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN ANCASTER

There are two City Housing Hamilton locations in Ancaster with a total 
of  61 units, both on Fiddlers Green Road. They blend seamlessly into the 
neighbourhood and many people aren’t even aware or their presence.
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WHAT’S THE CITY DOING ABOUT HOUSING?

• Housing is NOT a 
municipal 
responsibility.

• Hamilton is 
funding 68% of  the 
2025 investment in 
housing
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WHAT’S THE CITY DOING ABOUT HOUSING?

• Private sector building has 
stalled in 2025.

• Hamilton is investing with not-
for-profit developers to create 
1,200 homes over three years

• $17.8 million in 2025

• Annually over 3 years: $4M for 
affordable housing and $10.3M for 
supportive housing
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WHAT’S THE CITY DOING ABOUT HOUSING?

• Federal Government Housing Accelerator Fund Agreement with the 
City of  Hamilton, investing $93.5M

• 2,675 net new residential units over the three years
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• Our historical development 
pattern has created a $5.2B 
infrastructure spending gap over 
10 years
• $520M annually 

• Equivalent to a 40% tax increase

• We can’t pay for the City we have 
built

• The ROADS deficit is over $1.2B

IMPACT OF HOUSING AND BUILT FORM
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• Land is the one resources municipalities can control and must use it wisely 
-> tax-productivity per acre

• Mixed-use areas are vibrant, tax-productive, financially lucrative areas that 
support other parts of  the city

IMPACT OF HOUSING AND BUILT FORM

• Low-density housing does 
not pay for the operations, 
maintenance and life-cycle 
(replacement) costs it 
incurs
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ROLES: STAFF VS. COUNCIL

• Staff  are professionals
• Must follow professional standards

• Bounded by Provincial legislation 

• Required to follow Council-approved policies, zoning, official plans

• Council receives Staff  recommendations and deliberates. It is Council that 
must decide to adopt, deny, or amend what Staff  present.
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DEVELOPMENT: TRAFFIC & PARKING

• Traffic studies are required for:
• Official Plan Amendment

• Major rezoning

• Draft Plan of  Subdivision

• Development of  a higher density and/or have the potential to negatively 
affect the safety or operations of  our transportation systems (roads, 
sidewalks, transit, etc.). 

• Proposals for 10 units or less are exempt

• Parking minimums vary based on location and proposed use. 
Developer can choose to exceed minimums
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PARTICIPATION IN CITY PLANNING DECISIONS
• Visit craigcassar.ca/development for information

• Community meeting by the developer: attend or watch the presentation later if  it was 
recorded. Early in the application process there is usually an opportunity to send 
comments to City Planning staff  who will pass them on to the developer. 

• Comment on Staff  recommendation for approval or denial at the Planning Committee, 
via email:
• Clerk@Hamilton.ca – so your message is added to the agenda

• CC my office at Ward12@hamilton.ca

• Delegates are welcome at the Statutory Public Meeting of  the Planning Committee
• You can attend in person, virtually or by sending in a pre-recorded video to the clerk. Maximum 

speaking time is 5 mins. 
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PARTICIPATION IN CITY PLANNING DECISIONS
• Visit ‘Ontario Land Tribunal’ tab on my website for 

information on how to participate

• A developer’s decision to appeal to the OLT, ending 
engagement in the planning process with the City, 
means that City Council no longer has any say in the 
outcome. The application becomes a legal matter 
handled by City lawyers at the OLT; the Ward 
Councillor is no longer involved

• Ward 12 office strongly encourages residents to make 
your voice heard at the Provincial Tribunal by 
applying for “Participant Status” at the OLT which 
allows you to:
• send the Tribunal a written submission with your concerns

• listen in to the virtual hearings (similar to a zoom meeting),

• be added to the Tribunal’s mailing list for updates and 
decisions 16

Active development applications in Ward 12
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craigcassar.ca


	Slide 1:  WARD 12 Planning & Development town hall
	Slide 2: Land acknowledgement
	Slide 3: agenda
	Slide 4: GROUND RULES
	Slide 5: What are we planning for?
	Slide 6: Housing crisis
	Slide 7: Affordable housing in ancaster
	Slide 8: What’s the city doing about housing?
	Slide 9: What’s the city doing about housing?
	Slide 10: What’s the city doing about housing?
	Slide 11: Impact of housing and built form
	Slide 12: Impact of housing and built form
	Slide 13: ROLES: STAFF vS. Council
	Slide 14: Development: Traffic & Parking
	Slide 15: Participation in city planning decisions
	Slide 16: Participation in city planning decisions
	Slide 17

