
WARD 12 
RURAL 
TOWN HALL

COPETOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE

JANUARY 11, 2023 – 6:30PM



We acknowledge that the City of 
Hamilton is situated upon the traditional 
territories of the Erie, Neutral, Huron-
Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and 
Mississaugas. 

As we work to plan for the future of 
Ward 12, we do so with the wisdom and 
guidance of the Indigenous people in 
mind so we can better understand our 
roles as residents, neighbours, partners, 
and caretakers.

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT



AGENDA
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➢ Introductions and roles

➢ Farm 911 Implementation

➢ Hamilton Police Services (Sgt Dave Allchin)

➢ Crime Report

➢ Road Safety

➢ Stormwater Funding Structure

➢ Q&A



GROUND RULES

•We will pause for questions after each section and at the 
conclusion. Please raise your hand to speak

• Respectful communication at all times

•We will end the formal meeting at 8:00pm but can remain behind 
for individual questions
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craigcassar.ca



• The Farm 911 - EAP program improves 
emergency response to vacant farmland 
that does not have a municipal address.

• A unique Farm 911 - EAP number will be 
assigned to vacant parcels of farmland 
that do not have a municipal address, 
helping emergency responders identify 
these properties more quickly, improving 
response times during critical situations.

• Those who enroll will receive a red and 
white address sign installed prominently 
at the existing field access point.

• One Farm 911 - EAP number will be 
assigned per existing access point. (i.e., 
large properties with multiple access 
points) 



Hamilton.ca/addressing

Launched January 2024



AREAS OF CONCERN

Ward 12 Areas of Concern GoogleMaps

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&mid=1PDU4engvdd5wajGypLjYF8dsDtIozb0&ll=43.21424993743968%2C-79.9898472&z=18


Sergeant Dave Allchin
Sergeant Dwayne Barnes
Inspector Paul Evans

-- Crime report

-- Road safety





















STORMWATER 
FUNDING
STRUCTURE





WHY A CHANGE IN STORMWATER FUNDING MODEL?

• New stormwater funding model in September 2025 

• Shifting to fee based on the amount of hard/impermeable surface on property

• With rainfall projected to increase in the coming years, the City is aiming to do 
maintain stormwater infrastructure and manage the impacts of increasing stormwater 
due to climate change. 

• The City cannot ignore the impacts of increasing stormwater projected in the coming 
years. A failure to act could lead to increased impacts on residents, such as an increase 
in basement flooding. 

• The fees paid through the program will also support projects that are part of 
Hamilton’s Watershed Action Plan which aims to enhance watersheds and Hamilton 
Harbour conditions.

Justifiable

Equitable

Climate Resilient

Environmentally Sustainable

Financially Sustainable



STORMWATER FUNDING

WATER CONSUMPTION & 
ASSESSED VALUE

More municipal water use = more 
stormwater funding

TODAY SEPT 2025

IMPERMEABLE SURFACES 
via STORMWATER FEE 

Contributors to incremental 
stormwater pay a fair share



• Inspect, repair and replace culverts

• Rural stormwater ponds (inspection, maintenance and sediment 
removal)

• Invasive species control (e.g. Phragmites)

• Watercourses on City property (inspection, maintenance, 
rehabilitation)

• Roadside ditches maintenance for safe transportation in rural 
communities

• Early stages of surface water quality program to identify excess 
nutrients and improve health of our watershed

RURAL STORMWATER MANAGEMENT



• To operate and maintain ageing infrastructure
• $43 Million (Total City of Hamilton 2023)

• $54 Million (Projected in 2025)

2023
• $2.6M in rural drainage projects
• $1.4M watercourse and drainage channel maintenance
• $3.9M road related drainage / ditching (Rural & Urban)
• $8.7M Conservation Authority Funding (City Wide)

• Rural Hamilton properties contributed ~$1.5 million via $60 per home from 
property taxes

STORMWATER FUNDING / RURAL EXPENDITURES







BACKGROUND ON STORMWATER 
FUNDING FRAMEWORK



A BRIEF HISTORY
• June 2023 – Council approved a framework (based on Single Family Units) for 

transitioning to a stormwater fee, directing staff to engage public for 
consultation, including agricultural community

• Q4 2023 – Consultant shares a proposal for agricultural properties to be 
subject to Industrial/Commercial/Institutional rates with a 50% discount. 

• Fees could be tens-of-thousands of dollars for large operations

• Nov/Dec 2023 – Rural Councillors collaborate on a motion to direct staff to 
review new options consistent with fair, equitable and justifiable principles. 
Moved by Councillor Cassar, motion passes unanimously. 
• Agricultural survey initiated and response deadline extended to early January
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Unacceptable Solution



MOTION - STORMWATER FUNDING REVIEW 

MOVED BY COUNCILLOR C. CASSAR……….………………………………………….…. 

WHEREAS, City staff have undertaken consultations with the community regarding the 
implementation of a Stormwater Incentives Program; and 

WHEREAS, the rural community has expressed significant concern regarding the application of 
the Stormwater Rate Structure to agricultural properties; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

(a) That staff, in the report back regarding the implementation of a Stormwater Incentives 
Program, include specific recommendations regarding a stormwater rate structure and 
incentives program that recognizes rural agricultural properties as different from 
Industrial, Commercial, Institutional and Multi-Residential properties; and,

(b) That staff clearly explain the financial impacts of the stormwater rate structure and 
incentives program for rural agricultural properties, including alignment to the Council 
approved guiding principles: Fair and equitable, Climate resilient and environmentally 
sustainable, Affordable and financially sustainable, Justifiable, and Simple.
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IMPERMEABLE UNITS – Average Residential Impervious Area

• 291 M2 (Urban) = 1 Unit

• 596 M2 (Rural) = 2 Units but 
will be assigned factor of 1 
unit

• Large residential and non-
residential to be assessed 
individually

1 unit = $170 Stormwater fee



Example of initial agricultural proposal 
from Consultant deemed unacceptable



Example of initial agricultural proposal 
from Consultant deemed unacceptable



NEXT STEPS

• Spring 2024 – Staff will report back with updated recommendations for 
agricultural properties
• Public delegation opportunity when the report is presented to General Issues 

Committee

• Final policy to be approved by Council

• September 1, 2025 – New Stormwater Funding structure is implemented
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QUESTIONS



CONTACT INFO
Road Safety Concerns and Crime: Hamilton Police Services 

trafficops@hamilton.ca cc: ward12@hamilton.ca

Stormwater Funding Framework

stormwaterfundingreview@hamilton.ca

Specific concerns with city services: 905-546-CITY

Ward 12 Office: 905-546-2704 ward12@hamilton.ca craigcassar.ca

mailto:trafficops@hamilton.ca
mailto:ward12@hamilton.ca
mailto:stormwaterfundingreview@hamilton.ca
mailto:ward12@hamilton.ca
craigcassar.ca
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